
Principal's Update
March 2023 - Millstone Primary School

“It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind
blows cold: when it is summer in the light, and winter in the shade.” ―
Charles Dickens

Hello Millstone Primary families and friends,

Welcome to "March Madness" at the Primary School! I cannot believe I am writing the March
newsletter...time really is �ying by! Hopefully, the cold, nasty days are in our rearview mirror and we will
soon see the green on the �elds and playgrounds which means spring is around the corner. We have
so much to look forward to...longer days, warmer weather, and a month with no interruptions in our
schedule. To steal a line from the head coach of the NY Jets, March is "all gas, no brakes" at Millstone
Primary School! The highlight of March is our traditional attempt to trap that rascally leprechaun on
March 17th. Our students design some of the most creative and elaborate traps to catch him before
he makes a mess in our classrooms. So far, we haven't had any luck, but maybe this is the year!

Trimester 2 Report Cards (K-2) will be available to view on Genesis on March 20th. Please contact your
child's teacher with any questions.

Thank you to the families that attended my "Mixing it up with Baker" coffee chat last month. We had a
great talk about the "ins and outs" of our Primary School and ideas were shared on how we can make
our great school even greater! I look forward to hosting more Mixing it up with Baker events in the
future.

We had a wonderful staff training this month where we discussed the tremendous impact gratitude
can have on our students and ourselves. Studies show that grateful children tend to be happier, more
optimistic, more engaged with hobbies and schoolwork, and have better relationships. Practicing
gratitude can signi�cantly reduce children's anxiety and increase their ability for self-control. I feel the
same can be said about adults who commit to practicing gratitude! Please allow me to dedicate real
estate in my newsletter to show my unwavering gratitude to the Primary School Staff who sign-in
every day with one goal in mind: How am I going to make this a great day for my students? The
universal commitment in our school to doing what is best for children is unmatched and unrivaled. I
am beyond grateful for my colleagues and the work they do everyday for the children in Millstone.

With gratitude,

Dr. Baker



Principal

Gratitude Meditation for Kids | Guided mindfulness practice for kids

Teacher Spotlight - Mrs. Henkin and the Literacy Team!
Events like Read Across America Week and Family Literacy Night cannot happen without the efforts of
our amazing teachers. Mrs. Henkin and her team dedicated months of planning to put together a
highly engaging week of celebrating literacy, culminating in a family-fun event to connect a love for
reading between home and school. Thank you for all you do, Mrs. Henkin. You are truly the best and a
wonderful role model for our students!

*Thank you Mrs. Graef for the generous balloon display donation!

**Thank you PTO for the pizza donations and for hosting the book fair!











Congratulations, Mr. Norwood!
Mr. Norwood is the recipient of this year's SHAPE NJ Elementary Physical Educator of the year!
Some of us think back to our PE days and vaguely remember kickball, scooter hockey, and dribbling
a basketball between cones ... but not in Mr. Norwood's class. Mr. Norwood's creative and cross-
curricular lessons make the gymnasium come alive with activity and laughter. Please follow along
with your child's physical education class so that you can see exactly what I am talking about - Mr.
Norwood's Twitter

https://twitter.com/MillstonePS_PE




AM Parent Drop-off Reminders
For the safety of our students and parents dropping off preschool students, let's all recommit to the K-
2 parent drop-off procedures:

Drop-off and student supervision begin at 8:50am. Students must remain in the car until greeted
by a Millstone Primary staff member.
Millstone Primary School staff will retrieve your child(ren) from the car. Students are not to be let
out on their own and parents should remain in their vehicles.
Cars must remain in line and exit out of the parking lot when the staff crossing guard determines
it is safe to do so. Do not pass vehicles that are still unloading children.
If you pull up to the school at the same time our buses arrive, please pull into the parking lot and
walk your child to the crosswalk. Our staff crossing guards will ensure they cross safely and enter
the building with their classmates.

We all have places to go and people to see, but the safety of our students is paramount. Thank you for
your anticipated support.



PTO Color Run

When

Sunday, March 19th, 9am

Where

4 Red Valley Road Millstone, NJ

More information
Millstone PTO Color Run - Info Flyer

Facebook @p_baker114

Millstone Primary School

Vision Statement

We envision a unique, inclusive learning community at the forefront
of education.

Parents, staff and students will model and promote individuality,
integrity, respect, and civic and social responsibility.

Through an engaging, innovative curriculum, we will challenge
students to become independent, self-directed learners who are
adaptive problem solvers inspired to impact and thrive in an evolving
society.

In realizing this vision, we will establish our community as an
exemplary leader in education.

#proud2Bmillstone

18 Schoolhouse Road, Millston… pbaker@millstone.k12.nj.us
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